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We are so blessed to have a loving and 

caring church family here at WPC!  If 

you would like to be a part of  this   

family, we would LOVE to have you!  

You are only a visitor once at WPC!  

There are so many offerings of service 

through our church.  There is one for 

YOU!  God bless you and keep you   

today and throughout the coming new 

year! 

F R O M  T H E  P A S T O R 
Near to the Heart of God 
ñYou're blessed when you're at the end of your rope. With less of you 
there is more of God and his rule.ò Matthew 5:3, The Message 
 
This month we are beginning a sermon series on Jesusô Sermon on the 
Mount. We are told that Jesus saw that his ministry was drawing huge 
crowds, and so he decided it was time to bring them the Word. A few 
years ago when we did a sermon series on the Beatitudes, which are at 
the beginning of Jesusô Sermon on the Mount, I offered a translation of 

ñblessed are youò as ñnear to the heart of God are you.ò So, if we take this translation and 
combine it with Petersonôs translation of Jesusô introductory statement, we get:  
Near to the heart of God are you when youôre at the end of your rope. 
Near to the heart of God are you when you feel youôve lost what is most dear to you. 
Near to the heart of God are you when youôre content with just who you areðno more, no 
less. 
Near to the heart of God are you when youôve worked up a good appetite for God.  
Near to the heart of God are you when you care.  
Near to the heart of God are you when you get your inside worldðyour mind and heartð
put right.  
Near to the heart of God are you when you can show people how to cooperate instead of 
compete or fight.  
Near to the heart of God are you when your commitment to God provokes persecution.  
Not only thatðnear to the heart of God are you every time people put you down or throw 
you out or speak lies about you to discredit me.  (Matthew 5:3-11, The MSG) 
 
As we re-read Jesusô sermon on the Mount this month, we will learn how to get near to the 
heart of God. We will hear Jesus calling us into the heart of God through humility, peace, 
and service. We will learn how to live a life as one called by God to do Godôs work in the 
world.  
 
How might you, during this month that celebrates love, lean more into the heart of God? 
Where in your life do you need to practice humility, peacemaking, giving up what you 
have already lost, seeking a life of right-living with Jesus? It is my prayer that this month 
and next monthôs sermons offer you a transformative perspective of living near to the heart 
of God.  
 
Blessings, 
 
Rev. Audrey 

Join us for SUNDAY SCHOOL!!! 10 

am. You will receive a blessing!! We 
offer a traditional class that meets in 
the choir room behind the sanctuary 
and also a class that meets in Gossett 
for prayer concerns and fellowship. 
Come join us for fun and fellowship as 
we study Godôs Word! 

We will         

celebrate  Holy       

Communion on       

February 23rd 

during the morning worship 

hour. 

2: ñNear to the Heart of Godò Micah 6:1-8 and 
Matthew 5:1-12 (Sermon on the Mount Series 1) 
 
9: ñBe Saltyò: Matthew 5:13-20 (Sermon on the 
Mount Series 2) 
 
16: ñThe True Top Ten Part 1ò: Matthew 5:21-37 
(Sermon on the Mount Series 3) 
 
23: ñThe True Top Ten Part 2ò: Matthew 5:28-38 
(Sermon on the Mount Series 4) 
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We are So 

Blessed!  Our 

church has so 

very much to   

offer!  Whether 

you enjoy a   

wonderful      

sermon,      

beautiful music, 

thoughtful Bible 

study or        

awesome     

Christian        

Fellowship, 

Westminster 

Presbyterian is 

the church for 

YOU!  To God Be 

the Glory! 

 


